[Growth rate of abdominal aortic aneurysms as measured by Computerized tomography].
To evaluate the growth rate of abdominal aortic aneurysms, sequential computed tomography (CT) examinations were performed on 125 nonoperated patients (M/F 101/24, mean age 67 +/- 8 years, 129 lesions) at intervals of at least 6 months. Growth rates of aneurysms were obtained by subtracting the first from the last diameter and adjusting for examination interval. Mean growth rate was 0.28 +/- 0.26 cm/year. Aneurysms with an initial diameter exceeding 4 or 5 cm showed significantly faster growth than smaller aneurysms. There was no significant correlation between growth rate and atherosclerogenic factors, but systolic blood pressure was significantly higher in patients whose aneurysms ruptured. Our study showed quantitatively that aneurysms with a large diameter have a rapid growth rate, the growth rate of infrarenal aneurysms is significantly faster than that of suprarenal aneurysms, and blood pressure control is important to prevent rupture.